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Letter of Introduction

Dear reader,

Welcome to the first issue of SMUS Political Review: Kindness and Fear Amidst Chaos. 

Two months into social distancing and quarantine restrictions, COVID-19 holds immense power over 
how we live, both as individuals and as part of society. Voices of reason and rationality, now more than 
ever, play important roles in politics. 

Student perspectives and capacities today exceed the perceived limits of immaturity and inexperi-
ence. We are the most serious stakeholders of tomorrow’s world. We have viewpoints that will soon 
become powerful doctrines in international politics. We employ a new way of thinking, our genera-
tion’s novel epistemology, that strikes a stark disconnect with the ways of the past. 

The past few years have witnessed a decay in the international political climate. As incompetence, 
apathy, and polarization increasingly characterize our world, the youths deserve a shot at the podium. 

SMUS Political Review is entirely run by students. The Editorial Board, a team of Managing Editors 
and Senior Editors, governs the Review’s administration and substance. A group of Junior Editors of-
fer crucial writing and research that creates the Review’s academic backbone. From web design to 
proof-editing, students operate SPR. 

The Review is creatively inclusive and is open to article and opinion submissions from all SMUS stu-
dents, alums, staff, and parents. Visit our website to see our editorial policies. 

Words of wisdom can tell you all about the past, but nothing better indicates the future than the words 
of the young. In this issue, the six members of our Editorial Board report and comment on the impact 
of COVID-19 on society. 

Kate O’Connor and Logan Wang

Managing Editors

Visit our website at smuspoliticalreview.ca
3



Not Welcomed Home: 
The Chinese Passport’s Ultimate Drawback

May 3, 2020 by Logan Wang

The Chinese word for country, 国家, comprises of two characters: state and home. Almost two months 
into the Covid-19 global pandemic, millions of Chinese citizens, scattered around the world, unable to 
continue their usual lives, seek passage back to China. Short of an actual prohibition, the Chinese gov-
ernment is doing everything it can to discourage its citizens from returning to the land itself calls home. 

On March 26, the Chinese government enacted its temporary travel prohibition, effectively banning all 
foreign nationals from entering China. This policy was not widely controversial – the United States, the 
UK, Canada, and many others have implemented similar restrictions. Where the Chinese policy stands 
out is the treatment of its own citizens. On the basis of attempting to “contain” the spread of the virus, the 
Civil Aviation Administration (CAA), a government bureau, decided to allow every airline to operate only 
one flight to China per week, in addition to seating no more than 75% of each flight’s maximum occupan-
cy. The combination of airlines incurring financial loss and the decrease in ticket supply immediately led 
to an enormous surge in ticket price. Later that week, premium flight company DeerJet released 29 tickets 
from London to Shanghai each costing 180,000 Chinese Yuan (approx. 35,000 CAD). According to Deerjet, 
over a hundred reservations were placed within a week. 

Over 11 million Chinese citizens live overseas, many of whom continue to root their livelihoods in Chi-
na. My parents and brother travelled to Canada late in January for my brother’s school interview. They 
planned a two-week trip and expected to be home in Beijing by early February. Their flight was cancelled 
twice in February, twice in March, and once again in April. When they do return, whenever that will be, 
the government mandates that they stay at a hotel in a city far away from Beijing for 14 days without 
leaving their rooms, all self-financed. In contrast, between February and April, the American, Canadian, 
British, and many other governments sent planes to repatriate their citizens from far away places, free of 
charge, and placed the repatriated individuals in hotels, free of charge. 

There are good reasons for the Chinese government to discourage international arrivals. Air and 
long-distance travel increase the risk of virus transmission and with the decreasing rate of spread in Chi-
na, the Chinese government would naturally want to limit movement from beyond its borders. Yet the 
Chinese government’s treatment of its citizens calls into question the worth of China’s citizenship. As a 
citizen, an individual pays taxes, abides by laws, and contributes to society. In return, they deserve the 
government’s provision of safety and security as a minimum.

In an era of resurging nationalistic and isolationist sentiments, to turn away one of your own citizens 
at the door is betrayal. The tightly controlled political climate in China will drain out voices of dissent in 
the short term. But the tide can only bury political disagreement, it can never destroy it. When it comes to 
judging politicians and governments, however late history may be, it always gets there eventually.
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Globalization Amidst a Global Pandemic
May 4, 2020 by Kate O’Connor

When faced with a health concern of this mag-
nitude, the global community turns to the World 
Health Organization (WHO). WHO is a specialized 
agency of the United Nations responsible for inter-
national public health. They have been under criti-
cism for their weak leadership along with how they 
have handled the pandemic. International coopera-
tion has been retreating instead of advancing which 
has led many governments to fight the disease on 
their own. While countries are sharing information, 
they are also isolating themselves and closing their 
borders in an attempt to keep new cases out. Almost 
every country has closed their borders and are plac-
ing strict self-isolation regulations on citizens who 
reenter the country. Other countries, such as Chi-
na, are even discouraging their own citizens from 
coming home. Furthermore, supply chains all over 
the world have been disrupted as countries ship out 
less exports causing countries to look internally in 
order to help cope with their changing economies. 
For example, the pharmaceutical industry has tak-
en a huge hit internationally as most of their active 
ingredients are manufactured in China. Some fear 
that even after COVID-19, the isolationist and pro-
tectionist policies will continue as countries oper-
ate out of fear and keep their borders closed. 

On the other hand, as time passes and new in-
formation concerning the virus comes to light, per-
haps countries will begin to increase contact. Many 
health experts have stated that in order to fight a 
global pandemic, it is important that every country 
in the world is equipped with the best information 

and tools possible. It is vital that no country gets left 
behind in order to fully eradicate the virus. More 
developed countries could step up and support 
developing countries. They may even be a drive to-
wards a more integrated global health system. The 
world could potentially become more connected as 
countries see the benefits in cooperating when fac-
ing global challenges. 

Additionally, it remains uncertain if COVID-19 
will affect the established ‘world order’. For the 
last century, America has seen itself as the leading 
country in the world, but China has slowly been 
challenging this status. As the virus started in China, 
they have had a distinct advantage in fighting this 
‘war’. They have now emerged as the leaders who 
are helping other countries control the pandemic. 
Some predict that China will monopolize on this 
opportunity to establish their dominance as a glob-
al player while the USA is having to come to terms 
with how COVID-19 is emphasizing issues already 
present within their country, such as an underde-
veloped health care system, increased political po-
larization and rising racial and socioeconomic ten-
sions. The pandemic is only serving to heighten and 
expose these preexisting challenges. 

While the future remains uncertain in so many 
regards, it is clear that the pandemic will continue 
to affect everyone for years to come. While it is easy 
to act out of fear, it is important now more than ever 
that we continue to act out of compassion and em-
pathy. Only then can we find a way to move forward 
as a global community. 
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The impact of the coronavirus has been felt 
far and wide. Only a handful of other modern 
historical events have impacted the majority 
of the world. The common theme amidst this 
pandemic is fear. We fear what we can not see. 
We fear what we can not understand. We fear 
what might hurt us. So what happens when an 
invisible, deadly microorganism clashes with a 
country plagued by misinformation and super-
stition?

Fear in the Time of Cholera: Mexico and 
Covid-19

May 5, 2020 by Alan Iturriaga

For most Mexicans, the news cycle has been incredibly troubling during this last week– borderline 
scandalous. Not only have they had to deal with the daily bombardment of COVID related news, but 
they have had to witness some of the most disturbing moral falterings of Mexican society. Out of no-
where, reports of nurses being attacked started to pop up in local news around the nation. Soon after, 
national media picked the stories up, and it was only so long until international news outlets, such 
as the BBC and the New York Times, followed. The chief nurse from the IMSS (the Mexican Social 
Security Institute) appeared on national television, pleading that people stopped assaulting nurses 
and doctors. She stated, “We never expected this to happen… the national guard has been deployed 
to the facilities of the IMSS”. The chief nurse continued to explain the situation by stating that “we 
have been witnesses to the latest news… the security within the facilities had to be improved.” The 
IMSS has 21 registered cases of attacks against IMSS personnel in over 10 states. But the real numbers 
could be higher. Nurses and health personnel have been physically attacked, thrown bleach, and as-
saulted. The chief nurse then addressed the press directly: “You are a crucial tool… help us stop this 
aggression.” The chief nurse struggled with her words and, taking long pauses to collect herself, held 
back tears as she told the press: “It hurts, it hurts to talk about what’s happening to my colleagues… 
it hurts… we are also people, we also have families, and we are leaving everything behind… because 
we want to”. 

Fear. 

It is only through understanding people’s fear it is that we have any hopes to understand what ex-
actly is happening in Mexico. We could speculate, making an educated guess, that the people who 
have committed these acts are not evil. Maybe they know that, despite the heroic efforts from the 
IMSS staff, the institution is fairly weak and ineffective at providing adequate healthcare in all of the 
country. Maybe, they know that if they get COVID, they can not afford to go see a private practitioner 
or even take a break from their jobs. And yet, we need to understand that these actions are cruel and 
not remotely justified. It is extremely important to be mindful of what information we post online and 
spread throughout the world. And, it is our duty to call out misinformation when we see it. Injecting 
yourself with Clorox does not cure Covid-19, and neither does throwing bleach at health workers. 

It takes a real effort to seek out information that is reputable. It takes a real effort to argue with a 
family member about the facts of Covid-19. It takes a real effort to go out of your way to call out mis-
information. 

But in the case of Mexico, it may just save someone.

6



Coronavirus Measures in Hungary: 
An Excuse for Authoritarianism

May 6, 2020 by Firinne Rolfe

Authoritarian governments do not appear over-
night. It is the slow weakening of democracy, a silent 
and bearable disease, that becomes a painful and 
deadly killer. The change is seen in the slow drop-
ping of points in their Freedom House score.  

The Oxford Dictionary defines authoritarianism 
as “the belief that people should obey authority and 
rules, even when these are unfair or even when this 
means the loss of personal freedom”. In authoritari-
an governments, power is highly concentrated and 
laws and constitutions become guidelines not man-
dates that the government must  follow.

Hungary is a landlocked European country, fa-
mous for its beautiful capital of Budapest. Hungary 
was communist from 1948 until the year 1989, which 
brought economic and social changes. A new con-
stitution legislated the building blocks of democra-
cy- an independent judiciary, civil liberties and free 
elections. However, this constitution has since seen 
many amendments and in 2012, Prime Minister Or-
bán brought in a new controversial constitution. 

Viktor Orbán has been the Prime Minister of Hun-
gary since 2010. Some have referred to his first ad-
ministration as a “constitutional coup d’état”. For a 
long time, the government has been chipping away 
at judicial independence, restricting civil society 
and attempting to control the media. Hungarians 
have seen their freedom decrease dramatically in 
recent years, similar to Venezuela and Nicaragua. 
Out of the member states of the European Union, 
Hungary has the lowest Freedom House score. This 
was all before the recent pandemic developments.

Coronavirus has changed what many govern-
ments look like. It has made some people wonder if 

democracy is a hindrance in the midst of a pandem-
ic. In many ways, our world is on hold, however, de-
mocracy can not be put on hold. It is not something 
that can be turned on and off without repercussions. 

Orbán has used this tragedy to his advantage. 
He won a vote which gives him the power to rule 
by decree, suspend elections and give jail time for 
“individuals who publicize what are viewed as un-
true or distorted facts — and which could interfere 
with the protection of the public, or could alarm or 
agitate a large number of people”. There are no time 
parameters on this bill which essentially gives him 
the power to silence critics, undermine Rule of Law 
in the country and eliminate the checks and bal-
ances that are key to democracy. The government 
is suggesting these changes so they can better con-
trol the pandemic. However, it is unclear how some 
proposed laws will be of aid to the pandemic, such 
as the recently passed discriminatory laws against 
transgender people. Bills like this one are extremely 
dangerous and have many worrying about the fu-
ture of Hungary, especially if the law continues to 
stand after COVID-19 passes. 

Although many leaders would like to use this pan-
demic to prove the superiority of their regime, there 
is actually no correlation between regime type and 
success in handling the outbreak. We have seen de-
mocracies like South Korea be incredibly successful 
while Italy and the United States have struggled. 

Not surprisingly, there is more of a correlation be-
tween the legitimacy of a government and its suc-
cess. It is imperative that citizens voluntarily follow 
the rules, as has been successfully  demonstrated in 
Canada. PEW research center found that a mere 17% 
of Americans reported trust in their federal govern-
ment, which likely contributed to many not observ-
ing social distancing advice.

Although the health and wellness of humanity 
should be on the forefront of everyone’s minds right 
now, it does not mean that other issues can go un-
noticed. What once may be have been front page 
news now takes a bit of scrolling to find. Citizens in 
Hungary, and everywhere else, should not have to 
exchange their civil liberties for their health. 7



Social Action In a Time of Social Distancing
May 7, 2020 by Julia McDermott

Throughout this whole pandemic, one question has remained steady in my mind: how can we serve 
the people who need it most, in a time of social distancing? At first, I imagined that due to a fear of 
COVID-19 and a need for isolation, volunteer service would take less of a priority across the country, 
however, further research proved it is quite the opposite. 

Beyond Canadian borders, more than ever, people are stepping up to fill the service need due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. For example, a group in Vancouver, called Covid Isolation Assistance, has come 
together to provide help through grocery deliveries and kind phone check-ins. For those that are left 
without any other options, these services lift a huge weight off their shoulders. And for those who just 
need a pick-me-up, it is only a call away. 

Covid Isolation Assistance is not the only example. People around the world are responding to the 
call for action. In the UK, according to the Guardian, over 500,000 people signed up to volunteer with 
the National Health Service and as many as 2.5 million volunteers will be tasked with helping to “de-
liver basic food and hygiene supplies to extremely vulnerable people”. Another example can be seen in 
higher rates of blood donations. After a slight dip when COVID-19 reached Canada, blood donations 
then spiked, so much so that appointment dates are booked up weeks, if not months in advance. Peo-
ple are also giving their time and skills to create a positive effect. ABC News reports that Jackie Li, a 
high school student in the United States, “put his programming skills to work” and designed a website 
to assist in the collection of donated medical supplies. His site has already gained traction with “over 
119,000 donations”. All of these acts of generosity have created a sense of community throughout this 
crisis. 

Beyond your traditional service endeavours, it is now, more than ever, very important to spread 
positivity. For example, you might have seen on your YouTube recommendations feed, a video se-
ries by John Krasinski titled SGN, or Some Good News. Here, Krasinski highlights some of the week’s 
best news stories that are often passed over because of Covid updates. One of the best stories was 
of a 15-year-old girl from California. She had just completed her final chemotherapy treatment and, 
despite COVID-19, was greeted with a social-distancing party in the form of a parade of cars as she 
reached home. 

Despite our world being in a crisis, people have not given up on helping others and perhaps, this 
kindness has only strengthened since the beginning of the pandemic. One of the best ways to give 
time and energy, is to simply stay home. However, it is so very important to take the time to thank the 
healthcare workers and first responders who are risking their lives to do their jobs. 

What can be seen, is an overwhelming positive response to a dire situation that hopefully can be 
looked back upon as the silver lining of this pandemic. Perhaps, we can rethink how we serve others 
in the future and make it more of a priority. 
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Global Blue Skies: The Environment and COVID-19
May 8, 2020 by Marina Fabris

As tragic as this pandemic is, the Earth has un-
deniably taken a breath of fresh air.  An economic 
shutdown and virus isn’t the way to go about fight-
ing climate change, however, it’s fascinating to think 
about what this means for the future health of our 
environment and what we as humans will choose to 
learn from this situation going forward.

Although there definitely are some negative im-
pacts on Mother Nature as a result of COVID-19, 
there’s an overwhelming amount of good news; sto-
ries that would have seemed totally unrealistic just a 
few months ago are happening everywhere.  We’re 
seeing a dramatic fall of air pollution globally, ma-
rine life is returning to previously noise polluted 
harbours, beaches have cleared for endangered sea 
turtles to hatch in Brazil, dolphins and fish are back 
in the canals of Venice, goats are roaming the streets 
again in Whales.  It’s beautiful.

For the first time in decades, people in the north 
Indian state of Punjab can see the Himalayas.  The 
air pollution is usually so thick, that from only 150 
kilometers away, the mountains are invisible.  In just 
one week of lockdown in New Delhi, the city saw a 
71% fall of nitrogen dioxide and PM 2.5 (particulate 
matter).  Stories like these are happening all over the 
world.  If you look at any big city during April of 2019 
compared to today, the decrease in air pollution is 
major.  

Fewer fossil fuels and harmful pollutants in the air 
are crucial to mitigate climate change and continue to 
repair the ozone layer, but it’s also directly related to hu-
man health.  The WHO estimates that every year 4.2 
million people die from outdoor air pollution alone.  

On top of those deaths, air pollution aggravates and 
acts as a catalyst for many pulmonary diseases.  This 
fact especially matters right now because people who 
are the most at risk for the coronavirus are those with 
compromised lungs.

In addition to our health, COVID-19 has exposed 
how fragile our economy of consumption is.  It forces 
the question: How much and what do we really need?  
By stripping away greed and the modern mask of ‘suc-
cess’ we live behind, we see that all humans really de-
pend on community, clean air and water, good soil, 
sunlight, and the biodiversity of plants and animals (a 
healthy planet).  This economic pause is an opportunity 
for us to change our broken systems and habits and set 
our priorities straight; we should support and encour-
age local businesses and communities, take care of our 
health, invest in clean technology and ideas, and reduce.

This pandemic is yet another example of how hu-
manity can solve problems and make change when we 
need to.  Millions of people have adjusted their way of 
life to slow the spread of this virus, and it’s working.  
Our planet is extremely capable of change.  By coming 
together globally, there’s still hope in the fight against 
climate change because its effects don’t end at border-
lines.

We now have the opportunity to come out of this cri-
sis and make meaningful changes to our lives individ-
ually and collectively.  Maybe we don’t need to travel 
as much as we thought we did or maybe we should be 
spending more time outside with our families.  When 
the pandemic is behind us, will we take the clear skies 
and waters as a meaningless fluke and dangerously re-
turn to business as usual? Or will we choose to rebuild 
our habits and routines with the health of us and our 
planet in mind?
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About SPR
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History

As the SMUS Politics Club transitioned to virtual platforms as a result of Covid-19 
restrictions, members founded SMUS Political Review in search for a formal meth-

od of political expression. 

Submit Your Writing

SPR welcomes submission from anyone. Please contact the email address below or 
reach out to any member of the Editorial Board to pitch an idea or submit a draft. 

The following section outlines types of articles we look for.

Editorial Policies

From brainstorming to publishing, students run SMUS Political Review. The 
six-member Editorial Board makes administrative and creative decisions that guide 

SPR’s institutional direction. For details, visit smuspoliticalreview.ca/about.

Disclaimer

Articles, discussion posts, comments, and editorial pieces neither belong to the 
school nor represent school positions. Authors and editors hold responsibility over 

texts and ideas published on the Review.

Contact Us

Reach us at smupoliticalreview@outlook.com



Our Team
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Hiring

SPR actively seeks to add valuable members to its team. We currently look to 
recruit individuals for the following roles:

Junior Editor  |  Political Cartoonist  |  Graphic Designer  |  Web Designer 

Contact Logan at logan.wang@smus.ca if you are interested. 
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