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Dear Students of St. Michaels University School: 
 
I’ve been asked to write a piece on this issue’s theme of “Unity and Division,” which is a very important 
and timely topic. COVID-19 has had profound impacts on our community, our country and our world. A 
big part of my role as a Member of Parliament over the past three months has been fighting for the 
residents of Victoria, pushing the government to provide the needed support to help them get through this 
challenging time. We’ve also seen an increase in racism and xenophobia in response to the crisis. And, it 
can be difficult to bring people together to face this public health crisis in unity, when there are many 
systems and structures that divide us. Our world has inequality and injustice, and many people in our 
community face hardship, barriers, and have been unfairly disadvantaged both before and during the 
pandemic. 
 
I believe that we cannot work towards a unified society without first understanding what divides us. And, 
the divisions that we need to uncover and understand are the ones that create and reinforce inequality, for 
example the differences in accessing to healthcare, childcare, education, fair wages, and more. These are 
the divisions that unfairly affect Indigenous and racialized, gendered, low-income, and differently-abled 
folks in our communities. 
 
I’m hopeful that students like you will continue to learn and talk about the nature of these divisions, and 
during and after your time at SMUS that you choose to move through the world in a way that works to 
unify people. We must refuse to be complicit in the face of these divisions that impact some of you and 
your peers, your families, and your friends. It is important that we stand up, speak out, and come together 
to address intolerance or injustice in any form. I am hopeful that each of you is committed to a mission of 
unity as future leaders and contributing members of your communities. 
 
I’m reminded of words of Tommy Douglas, “Courage, my friends, ‘tis not too late to build a better 
world.” 
 
Warmly, 
 

 
Laurel Collins, 
Member of Parliament for Victoria 



Political climates across borders are actively deteriorating. With republics failing to uphold dem-
ocratic institutions, leaders compromising values to gain electoral favours, and increasingly violent 
protests, the established order of politics owes its future leaders an opportunity to pitch their vision.

Youth political participation cultivates engaged citizens for life. In the 2019 federal election, only 
66% of eligible Canadians cast their ballots. The remaining 34% of the population, 12.7 million Canadi-
ans, had no say in the composition of the Canadian House of Commons and the election of the Prime 
Minister. The right to vote is a privilege, one that we are fortunate to enjoy in Canada. A democracy 
relies on its people to participate, and Canada desperately needs more citizens to vote. Encouraging 
interest in politics for young people leads to more aware and thoughtful future citizens, who then are 
more likely to participate in our democratic traditions. 

At the moment, generations who don’t hold a stake in the future are deciding what that future will 
look like. We can yell as much as we want, but the power to directly change politics is not in our hands. 
We have no say in the destruction of the environment, how we handle debt and foreign policy, or what 
is right and what is wrong. A generation that lacks interest in the long term consequences of its deci-
sions is stuck in a mindset focused on short term gains. Short term planning, however, is often unsus-
tainable over time and eventually, the youth will be left to clean up the mess. Why are future’s largest 
stakeholders not involved in deciding what the future looks like?

Some say the youth are less experienced, sometimes immature, and lack resources, but young peo-
ple already produce substantial informal political change. Following the Parkland school shooting in 
Florida just over two years ago, high school students launched Never Again and March For Our Lives, 
two movements that together gathered over a million protesters and led to various regional policy 
changes concerning firearms regulations. The same year, Greta Thunberg’s environmental advocacy 
brought her under the political spotlight and not only headlined international climate conventions, 
but also pressured lawmakers across the world to adopt environment-friendly platforms. In 2019, the 
School Strike for Climate Change movement brought over two million students out on the streets to 
peacefully advocate for climate action. Make no mistake, Generation Z already wields enormous po-
litical power, and with rapid technological developments, the road of youth power can only go uphill. 

As society begins to realize how youth involvement in politics is crucial for the democratic machine 
to function, it should award them with political powers and responsibilities. Now more than ever, 
young people are ready for the challenge. We care about both economics and the environment, we are 
committed to exterminating prejudice while pursuing justice, and we are the masters of technology 
and scientific innovations. Give young people a chance – the worst-case scenario is only an early be-
ginning of our terms in office. 

The Importance of Youth Voices in PoliticsThe Importance of Youth Voices in Politics
June 1, 2020 by the SPR Editorial Board
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Feeding Faith and Starving Fear

June 1, 2020 by Kezia Khoo, Lisa Du Plessis, and Daniel Chen

In the midst of a pandemic that affects citizens 
worldwide regardless of race or religion, faith bat-
tles fear. Often, during times of crisis, religion gets 
a revival as humans come to realize their vulner-
ability in the large scheme of life. During trying 
times, many non-believers turn to prayer as a way 
of reaching out and receiving comfort, while oth-
ers’ atheist views are strengthened due to unjusti-
fied suffering. Despite our differences, community 
overshadows division, and people of all faiths are 
coming together in a phenomenon of goodwill. 

In past historical crises, as a natural reaction to 
uncertainty, populations have gravitated towards 
religion to maintain a sense of unity while others 
have lost faith. During WWII, Poland was invaded 
on multiple fronts and lost nearly 10 million citi-
zens from 1939 to 1945. The Polish held on to the 
common faith of Catholicism, an important uni-
fying symbol for the country. In the 20th century, 
Vietnamese Buddhists rose together to promote 
peace to a nation torn by Communism and outside 
forces. By contrast, in the aftermath of religious 
wars and national oppression, the majority of the 
Czech Republic turned to atheism as a form of in-
dependence declaration. 

Today, all nations are faced with circumstances 
that will inevitably lead to increased doubt or de-
votion, skepticism or trust. Introspection and wit-
ness of present-day conflicts are strong factors that 
influence individuals’ decisions about religious be-
lief. For many, witnessing a global lockdown and 
its economic and social consequences is enough 
to lose hope in the plan for mankind professed by 
religion. For others, such a radical change in the 
pace of life has opened the doors to exploring spir-
ituality. Regardless of whether people choose faith 
during this time, many are thankful for the humani-
tarian role religion plays to aid those affected by the 
pandemic. 

Religious groups impact their communities in 

both spiritual and material forms. In Victoria, Glad 
Tidings Church distributed over 300 bag lunches 
to people in need and donated protective gear to 
emergency workers in the Philippines. In China, 
religious believers from various religions “have of-
fered prophecies and prayers, ceremonies and ser-
vices, as well as donations totalling more than $30 
million.”(NYTimes, 2020) As the Communist party 
has a long history of distrusting any religious or-
ganization, this level of faith-based giving and en-
gagement was considered impossible ten years ago. 
Though many donations aren’t accepted, the Chi-
nese government cannot reject spiritual support; 
many people take comfort in knowing believers of 
different religions are praying for the same cause. 

Religion remains an unwavering constant for 
many amidst these uncertain times. Every week, 
religious communities around the world reconvene 
online and continue to cultivate faith and a sense 
of community among its members. For many of us, 
religion plays an integral part in reframing how we 
see ourselves in relation to mankind. Though we 
may feel disconnected on a planet of 7 billion, all 
our lives are intricately interwoven with one anoth-
er. The bigger picture has come to light as a result 
of this pandemic. We are only human, and as much 
as we hate to admit, there is a limit to how much 
we can control. Whether through religion or other 
forms of community, a sense of unity can uproot 
the strongholds of fear and division. 
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One of the more bizarre pandemic related oc-
currences is a story from Mexico. Everyone has a 
different image in our heads about what cartels 
are like – drug making, beheadings, kidnappings, 
brutal violence, or unforgiving kingpins. The last 
things we associate these groups with are chari-
ty or humanitarianism. However, various cartels 
are allegedly distributing resources in Mexico, 
where the pandemic is ripping apart government 
legitimacy and tearing down any illusionary safe-
ty nets that are supposed to exist in the Mexican 
social contract.

There were images that surfaced in various 
Latin American news sources, such as Infobae, 
an Argentinian news outlet. In Infobae’s report, 
the images were sourced to be native to Twitter. 
The Twitter account they came from, “La Voz del 
Pueblo” or “The People’s Voice”, is an anonymous 
amateur media outlet focused on “exposing” 
narcos, bourgeois families, and government of-
ficials. “The People’s Voice” is surprisingly effec-
tive at gathering information, whilst also keep-
ing their sources anonymous. The quality of the 
content in the account varies from tabloid-style 
tweets to reports from dubious sources, which all 
obviously promote an impressionist agenda. It 
is simultaneously troubling and fascinating that 
this twitter account has gotten hold of so many 
primary sources– from smuggled audio clips to 
videos. Because the sources are mainly anony-
mous, the legitimacy of the images and videos 
is at risk. The images became extremely popular 
on Twitter, yet, we must ask ourselves whether 

these images are genuine or possibly staged. We 
must remember that the cartels work under the 
guise of vigilantes – paladins of the Mexican low-
er class with a Robin Hood-esque mythos crafted 
around them.  

Let’s consider two possibilities that have been 
explored. Some people have argued that these 
cartels are, in a sense, more charitable than the 
government. This understanding, however, re-
lies on a false equivalence. The cartels are not re-
sponsible for the entire nation. Rather, they oper-
ate in a tribal system where each group controls 
a different area of the country. More realistical-
ly, the whole operation is an elaborate PR stunt. 
As far as we are concerned, many of the people 
featured receiving groceries in the videos and 
pictures may have been the cartel’s own people 
posing as civilians. Furthermore, even if the peo-
ple featured in the videos were genuine civilians 
to whom the cartels were providing groceries, we 
can be almost certain that through these actions 
the cartels are attempting to advance an underly-
ing agenda. The cartels employ strikingly similar 
tactics to that of the demagogic populist politi-
cians that they lash out against: they appeal to an 
impoverished majority that has been abandoned 
and antagonized by the morally depraved upper 
class, and chronically screwed over by barely dis-
tinguishable corrupt political regimes that rotate 
every couple of years. They give away food, re-
sources, money – the bare essentials – in order to 
polish their image and keep the people around 
them on a tight leash. 

Politicians buy votes, cartels buy loyalty. 

The only difference is that when politicians 
give away groceries in a rally, they have giant 
logos with their name in lights. Whereas cartels 
say: “This is from our leader, el señor something 
or other; for the people”... and the people know 
they better be grateful. 

Sadly, many of them actually are. 

Modern Feudalism: Cartels are Giving Away 
Groceries During the Pandemic?

June 1, 2020 by Alan Iturriaga
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How the Scientific Community Is Coming Together for the 
Greater Good

June 1, 2020 by Julia McDermott

Every day, we grow more isolated from our com-
munities and each other but currently, countless 
teams of scientists are coming together from around 
the world to develop a vaccine for the COVID-19 
pandemic. The development of a vaccine typically 
takes many years to perfect but right now, time is of 
the essence. When it comes to vaccines, the scien-
tific community is generally discreet with research 
and development due to the academic praise and 
rewards that can come with solo breakthroughs. 
However, right now scientists are sharing their re-
search with the general scientific community in or-
der to find a faster cure. 

On April 13, the WHO made an official state-
ment recognizing the international collaboration as 
demonstrated by the efforts of the novel coronavi-
rus vaccine research. They applauded the “efforts to 
strengthen the unprecedented worldwide collabo-
ration, cooperation and sharing of data already un-
derway” and encouraged the global community to 
continue to do so.

In an article published by The New York Times, 
this new practice of collaborative research was con-
sidered to be “eroding the secrecy that pervades ac-
ademic medical research” and only “occurring right 
now because it’s a matter of survival”, instead of 
showing promise for a new way of conducting busi-
ness. However, this does not diminish the positive 
aspects from the global cooperation in the scientific 
community. 

The first display of this new scientific comradery 
was seen when, shortly after the outbreak was dis-
covered, a team of Chinese scientists mapped and 
released the gene sequence for the novel coronavi-
rus as ‘open source’. With this knowledge, scientists 
across the globe promptly began their research in 
pursuit of a vaccine. It isn’t hard to find more exam-
ples of other organizations casting aside monetary 
motivations: a team of scientists from Boston have 
received $115 million of funding to begin COVID-19 
studies, working collaboratively with researchers in 
China; The Journal of Physiology and Experimental 
Physiology is providing free access to any and all 
papers that are “potentially relevant” to COVID-19; 
and a Chinese vaccine company has begun working 
with the Canadian National Research Council on 
clinical trials of a vaccine. 

Furthermore, a large example of scientific col-
laboration can be seen with the virological-analysis 
website, Nextstrain. After the virus sequence was re-
leased, “Nextstrain was receiving anywhere from 50 
to 200 sequences a day from laboratories around the 
world”, according to the journal, Nature Research. 
This allowed the company to run “analysis of virus 
evolution” and track how the virus was developing. 

While not exactly an example of scientific collab-
oration, as also explained by Nature Research, an 
unlikely collaboration can be found between the 
Mercedes Formula One Racing Team, University 
College London, and University College London 
Hospital. Together, they’re creating a “‘continuous 
positive airway pressure’ device” which is a version 
of a ventilator. In addition to the approval of the use 
of this device in the UK, it has been “made available 
at no cost to manufacturers and researchers.” 

In a time of separation from the familiar, the vi-
sion of unity coming from the scientific community 
is both reassuring and exemplary for the future. Not 
only because this collaboration puts the globe on a 
fast track to a vaccine, but also because it maintains 
the hope that everything will be alright. 
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Since the US government instructed citizens to 
stay at home and practice social distancing, a record 
of 20.5 million jobs was lost in April and the SNP 500, 
a general benchmark of the economy, has been fall-
ing for many weeks. Most citizens understand that 
to reduce the spread of Covid-19, they must endure 
these hardships, especially because the rate of infec-
tion and number of cases is much higher in America 
than most others in the world. Nonetheless, there 
are some who are keen to reopen their country; in 
Washington and Michigan, among other states, 
where the pandemic has struck the hardest, intense 
anti-lockdown protests have been taking place. 

While at first, it seems that citizens are simply 
dissatisfied with the way their state has handled the 
lockdown and are desperate to resume their flow of 
income to provide for their families, there is more 
to these demonstrations than meets the eye. Some 
protests are reminiscent of pro-Trump election ral-
lies, seeing floods of pro-gun, MAGA hat donning 
citizens taking to the streets. This has led President 
Trump to sympathize with them despite their viola-
tion of federal guidelines. Interviews conducted by 
the Guardian reveals many anti-lockdown groups 
even have ties to the extreme far-right. AR2, or Amer-
ican Revolution 2.0, presents itself as a grassroots, 
bipartisan organization, but it has received exten-
sive assistance from far-right groups such as the Tea 
Party. AR2 has a strong presence on Facebook and 
is one of the main organizers behind the protests. 

Its website was built and is run by the same group 
that has worked with domestic terrorists responsi-
ble for bombing a mosque. The leader of AR2, John 
Ellis, has admitted he relies on pro-militia and rad-
ical pro-gun advocates such as the widely criticized 
Dorr brothers. Ben, Christopher, and Aaron Dorr are 
at the forefront of the “Minnesota Gun Rights” group 
and believe the National Rifle Association is far too 
compromising with gun safety. Furthermore, many 
sites that work in connection with AR2 have been re-
sponsible for the mass spreading of misinformation 
about Covid-19, particularly on Facebook.

The coronavirus has tested the strength of the 
American people and their leaders. Governors have 
struggled to convince anti-lockdown groups that 
they must remain at home, while most Americans 
think that the government will reopen too soon. 
Scientific experts are no longer experts in the eyes 
of the president, causing the pandemic to become 
more and more of a political issue. As a result, the 
American population is growing increasingly divid-
ed in a time when unity is essential.

Extremist Groups Behind Anti-Lockdown Protests

June 1, 2020 by Neil Pakrasi
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POETRY: Prayer

May 31, 2020 by Ryan So

9

As the world erupts,

Like a world on fire,

We stare into the Abyss,

Farther and farther.

Clashes and Skirmishes

Rule the land.

As we say our Prayers,

For those who’ve Fallen,

Yet we can’t help but rid All

morals.

It’s funny really, to see where

We’ve come to.

From stones to technology,

Yet from civilized to barbaric.

There are some souls,

That roam this land.

Pure and grand.

We need these people,

More than ever,

Rule this land.

And start again.

Grade 9 student Ryan comments on recent political protests by capturing his 

observations in a poem



Advising: Mrs. Danielle Beare


